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Delta CARE Forum Meeting Notes 
Thursday 13 November 2025 

 
 

Attendees 

Community 

Doug Way Chain Valley Bay Progress Association 

Kevin Spencer Gwandalan and Summerland Point Peninsula Improvement Group 

Laurie Williams Summerland Point Tidy Towns Group 

Leanne Phelan Mannering Park Progress Association 

Delta 

Steve Gurney Company Secretary (Chairperson) 

Anthony Callen Business Development Manager 

Kerrie Davis Manager Health, Safety and Environment 

Krystle Gray Head of Communications and Engagement 

Susan Crossley Administration Team Leader 

Apologies 

Andrew Whitbourne Mannering Park Tidy Towns 

Marie Brown Mannering Park Progress Association 

Chris Rogers Power Station Manager 

Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country 
All community members were welcomed, apologies noted and the meeting was opened at 2.05pm.  
Anthony Callen, Business Development Manager acknowledged the Darkinjung people as the 
Traditional Owners of the land on which the meeting was held and Vales Point Power Station operates, 
paying respects to Elders past and present. 

Vales Point Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) presentation and discussion – 
Anthony Callen 
Presentation of the project’s planning status, concept design, proposed delivery and operations details, 
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) investigations and community engagement. CARE Forum members 
were invited to ask questions and share feedback on the concept design and key matters in the EIS. 

• Current status – SEARS issued 29 September 2025. Concept design developed. Work underway to 
prepare EIS, involves range of technical and environmental investigations. Community engagement 
and feedback period underway. 
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• Concept design visualisations and site maps presented. 

• Overview shared of key aspects of the project’s delivery and operations, including potential impacts 
and proposed management activities – covered construction management, transport access and 
traffic management, environmental management, and safety, hazard and emergency management. 

• Community invited to provide feedback on concept design and key matters being investigated in 
EIS. Feedback open from 10 November to 7 December 2025 via online survey, email, or visiting a 
community information display. See project webpage on Delta’s website for more information and to 
access online survey. 

• Community consultation period being promoted through a range of online and in-person activities, 
including letterbox drop to properties in Mannering Park, Wyee Point, Chain Valley Bay North and 
South, Gwandalan and Summerland Point, media and social media promotion, and posters in local 
community noticeboards and shops. 

• Next steps – Feedback will be considered to finalise the proposal and EIS. The State Significant 
Development (SSD) application, including supporting EIS, is expected to be completed and lodged 
in early 2026 for assessment by NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure. EIS will 
be placed on public exhibition, providing another opportunity for community feedback.  

Questions and feedback: 
• Charging and power duration. Delta confirmed the BESS has a 400 MW / 800 MWh storage 

capacity which will power around 250,000 homes for two hours and explained the BESS charging 
and discharging process and duration. 

• System design and grid connection. Delta confirmed the BESS will connect directly to the 
electricity network and draw energy from wider grid – it will not connect to, or charge from, Vales 
Point Power Station.  

• Battery safety and fire risk management. Delta advised the likelihood of fire at Vales Point is low 
due to existing equipment safety management systems and controls at the power station, and the 
site’s location on low-risk bushfire prone land with an established asset protection zone. The BESS 
will be designed and built to meet all relevant standards, guidelines and regulatory requirements. 
The BESS will include robust safety features to detect and contain any incident. If any issue is 
detected whether electrical, heat or chemical, the BESS will automatically shut down to prevent 
incidents. Maintaining safe distances between equipment, 24-hour monitoring, cooling systems, 
thermal and smoke detection, fire suppression, and automatic isolation systems will be in place. 
Delta will work closely with Fire and Rescue NSW, the Rural Fire Service, the Local Emergency 
Management Committee and other emergency responders to develop and implement safety plans 
and ensure the site operates safely.  

• Emergency services access. Delta advised that existing emergency response systems and 
provisions for emergency services access to Vales Point Power Station will be reviewed and 
updated in consultation with emergency services. These plans will be expanded to include battery-
specific safety and emergency protocols, including tailored procedures for managing fire incidents, 
hazardous materials, bushfire risks, and other potential hazards specific to BESS technology. The 
Vales Point site has an established Bushfire Management Plan, which includes maintenance of 
asset protection zones for infrastructure and surrounding landholdings, maintenance of roads and 
trails (fire-fighter access) and a schedule for priority hazard reduction-controlled burns. The Bushfire 
Management Plan will be reviewed and updated to consider the BESS. Delta will work closely with 
emergency services during the EIS phase to guide further safety and access measures. 

• Battery lifespan, waste and recycling. Delta advised a battery unit lifespan is approximately 20 
years and battery units will be upgraded or replaced as needed over time. End-of-life batteries will 
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be managed by working with suppliers to maximise re-use options or disposal through licensed 
recycling facilities. A battery end-of-life management strategy will be developed as part of the EIS 
and will outline how used batteries are safely handled, removed, and either recycled or disposed of 
in line with Australian safety and environmental regulations. 

• Construction and operations workforce. Delta confirmed the project is expected to create around 
80 to 100 construction jobs during peak construction and 5 to 10 ongoing operational roles. The 
project will also provide procurement opportunities for local suppliers, tradespeople, and service 
providers, as well as opportunities to upskill Delta staff. 

• Network frequency and contingency event support services, black start capability, and 
remote control. Delta advised a key benefit of BESS is the ability to absorb or release energy 
rapidly to maintain grid frequency within safe operational limits. Delta explained how the power 
system restarts after a blackout and how BESS can help restore the grid. Delta also confirmed the 
BESS will be able to be controlled remotely.    

• General feedback – Members expressed their appreciation for the level of project detail provided. 
Members offered to share flyer and information with their networks and local Facebook groups. 

Business and industry update – Steve Gurney 
• Federal Government announced its 2035 emissions reduction target range of 60-75% and is 

accelerating reforms to environmental planning laws to support renewables investment and delivery, 
with legislation expected to be introduced to Parliament before end of 2025. 

• High cost and slower-than-expected rollout of renewables and transmission have increased focus on 
firming capacity and the ongoing role of gas in maintaining system reliability.  

• Multiple energy and market reviews are underway, including National Electricity and Market Review, 
with final report expected by 2025. 

• Chair reaffirmed Delta’s support for the energy transition, confirming its continued investment in 
maintaining infrastructure to 2033 and beyond if required, readiness to provide firming capacity for 
as long as the energy system needs, and willingness to adapt and invest in energy storage as clarity 
emerges on future role. 

Health, safety and environment update – Kerrie Davis 
• Overview provided of safety performance and key initiatives undertaken during the last quarter. 
• Overview provided of environmental monitoring activities and community enquiries during the last 

quarter. 
• NOx emissions data and air quality reporting were shared, noting that data is available on Delta’s 

website. Information also shared on emissions reporting standards, national and international 
performance benchmarks.  

• Update provided on ash dam management activities and groundwater assessments conducted over 
the past 10-12 years. 

• Update provided on seagrass monitoring and research. 

 
Operations update – Steve Gurney 
An update was provided on the Unit 5 Planned maintenance outage, which is currently underway: 

• Near $40 million investment to ensure ongoing safety and reliability. 

• Undertaking complex maintenance, repairs and upgrades across critical systems – turbines, boilers, 
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condensers and air heaters. Includes focus on dust leak detection and mitigation, and completion of 
statutory inspections across the plant. 

• Outage started 26 August 2025 and is scheduled to mid-December 2025.

• Brought forward and extended following two unplanned outages in August, when Unit 5 was taken
offline due to issues detected in the turbine bearings and rotors. These components were already
scheduled for inspection and maintenance during the planned outage works. Inspections revealed
greater deterioration than expected, prompting the advancement and expansion of work program.

• Over 500 purchases made – benefiting local businesses and Australian suppliers.

• Around 330 people working onsite – more than 210 additional workers.

• Over 490 work permits issued, and more than 600 tonnes of scaffolding installed.

Community update – Krystle Gray 
• Update provided on community support and engagement initiatives over the past three months.

• Vales Point BESS community consultation is running Monday 10 November to Sunday 7 December.
See project webpage on Delta’s website for more details and to access online survey.

• Chain Valley Colliery Community Funding Program 2025-26 recipients will be announced following
Central Coast Council’s meeting on 25 November 2025.

Feedback from Community Members – General Business 

Kevin Spencer and Laurie Williams, Gwandalan and Summerland Point Peninsula Improvement 
Group, and Summerland Point Tidy Towns Group 
• Lioness Club pre-loved clothing stall on Saturday 15 November.

• Lions Club car boot sale on first Saturday in December.

• Tidy Towns averaging approximately 60 hours per week.

• Rubbish along Kanangra Drive increased significantly.

• Soccer club seeking funding for Tunkuwallin Oval fencing.

Doug Way – Chain Valley Bay Progress Association 
• Music in the Park at Joshua Porter Reserve on Sunday 5 October.

• Carols in the Park at Joshua Porter Reserve on Saturday 6 December.

• Seeking Federal Government funding for a battery in Progress Association Hall, noted funding
previously received for solar panel.

• Applied for funding grant from Central Coast Council for Australia Day event.

Chair thanked members for their participation and contributions during 2025, wished members a safe 
and happy holiday period, and closed the meeting 

Next Meeting 
Thursday 5 February 2025. 

Meeting notes taken by Susan Crossley, Administration Team Leader. 
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