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Figure 21 - Mannering Colliery LDP001, Oil and Grease Monitoring 2020 

 

Note that all oil and grease results less than the laboratory limit of reporting (i.e.<5 mg/L) is recorded as a zero 

result in Figure 21. There were no oil and grease results above the laboratory limit of reporting value recorded 

during the reporting period. 

During the reporting period there were no exceedances of the water quality criteria at the licenced discharge 

point. 

During the reporting period, routine desilting of Mannering Colliery sediment ponds was undertaken as 

required. 

The EA by Hanson Bailey 2007, does not detail any exact monitoring data to compare, however it outlines that 

random sampling of surface water quality was undertaken in November 2006 at LDP001 and relevant sites in 

Lake Macquarie. The EC level in Lake Macquarie recorded at the time indicated that it is more saline than the 

mine water discharged upstream at LDP001, with a recording of 24,900 uS/cm at the discharge point in 

comparison to 39,000 uS/cm at Lake Macquarie. 

From this result, it is predicted that water from Mannering is of higher quality, has lower salinity levels than 

downstream waters and generally has no predicted significant adverse impacts on either downstream or 

natural environments. In accordance with the EPL 191, Mannering will continue to discharge off-site regularly 

and monitor results.  

8.4 Long Term Water Quality 

To assess any long term trends in both water quality and quantity, seven years of data is presented for the 

Downstream and LDP001 monitoring locations for pH (Figure 22), total suspended solids (Figure 23) and oil 

& grease (Figure 24). 

From the below figures it is evident that despite one TSS result over 50 mg/L and one elevated result for pH 

at LDP001, there are no significant trends or changes in the water quality parameters over the previous 7 year 
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period. The source of the one elevated result for oil and grease at the downstream monitoring location is not 

known. 

Figure 22 - Mannering Colliery Monitoring Long Term pH 

 

Figure 23 - Mannering Colliery Monitoring Long Term Total Suspended Solids 
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Figure 24 - Mannering Colliery Monitoring Long Term Oil & Grease 

 

8.5 Stream monitoring 

As detailed in the Water Management Plan (WMP) for Mannering, monitoring of the channel stability and 

potential erosion and scour impact to unnamed cree downstream of LDP1 is required. The monitoring 

inspections involve undertaking a visual assessment and photographs of the creek on a 6-monthly basis to 

identify any potential instabilities that may form as a result of operations.  The results of the visual inspection 

of watercourse stability are recorded on a pro-forma field inspection sheet. 

Monitoring has been undertaken at four locations along the unnamed creek since 2014. There has been no 

noticeable degradation of stream and riparian health during the reporting period. 

The triggers and responses provided in Table17 of the WMP, are referenced in order to determine the 

appropriate actions in response to any instabilities identified as a part of the monitoring program. 

8.6 Potable Water Use 

Potable water use during the reporting period was 126 ML, which was a increase on the previous reporting 

period of 57.4 ML and the highest annual potable water usage recorded by Mannering Colliery. In 

consideration that in 2019 approximately 69 ML was utilised and 0.8 Mtpa of coal was produced in 2020 

approximately 1.38 Mtpa was produced, the increase In potable water usage is considered to be relative as 

there was approximately 0.58 Mtpa additional coal handled in the annum. Potable water use from 2012 to 

2020 at Mannering is detailed in Figure 25. 
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Figure 25 - Mannering Colliery Potable Water Use 

 

8.7 Surface Water Management 

The site surface water management system comprises both clean and dirty water catchments. A number of 

water management diversions direct clean water around the site to avoid increased hydraulic load on the 

sedimentation dams that treat the site dirty water prior to discharge. 

Clean water from areas unaffected by the operational activities and water that runs onto the site area due to 

the contours of the surrounding land, i.e. primarily areas to the south and east, are diverted through clean 

water management structures (such as diversion drains and culverts under roads), enabling the water to 

ultimately report to Pond 1. The clean water flow paths are shown on Figure 26.  

The dirty water management system comprises a number of both surface and subsurface management 

structures to control the flow of water and ultimately direct the dirty water into the site sediment dams. 

Figure 26 shows the dirty water flow paths. 

The sediment dam system comprises a total of four main dams, labelled Pond 1, Pond 2, Pond 3 and Pond B, 

as shown on Figure 26. References to “Pond” and “Dam” are used interchangeably and refer to the same 

water management structures. 

As shown on Figure 26, water from the dirty water catchments enters into Pond 1 or Pond 2, when both these 

dams are full water overflows into Pond 3. Once Pond 3 reaches capacity it subsequently over flows into Pond 

B. Finally, when Pond B reaches capacity it overflows out LDP001. 

A series of interconnecting pipes and valves also allows Pond 2 to be drained into Pond 3, Pond 3 to be drained 

into Pond B and Pond B to be discharged via LDP001. These valves are generally kept shut to maximise 

storage capacity of the dams, but are opened after rainfall events, once water quality is suitable for discharge, 
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to minimise the volume of water stored and again increase storage capacity of the dams for the next rainfall 

event.  

Water underground is derived from two sources: excess process water which is generated from mining 

operations and ground water which is released from the strata into underground mine workings. The collected 

water is pumped through an extensive goaf system that allows filtration and settlement. 

The mine water discharge line consists of the main pump, flow meter, turbidity meter, valves and outlets. The 

mine water can be directed to pond 1, 3, B or LDP001. Under normal operation the mine water will be directed 

to LDP 1 to maintain capacity in the sediment dams for rainfall events.   

Management of the 4 interconnected ponds is undertaken via weekly inspections and management as required 

following rainfall events. The intent of this active management is to maintain dams at their lowest possible 

levels whilst adhering to water quality criteria at the discharge point (LDP001).  
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Figure 26 - Surface Water Management Structures 
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9 Rehabilitation 

9.1 Buildings 

Mannering Colliery surface infrastructure comprises: 

• mine entry / exit for personnel and materials (1:3.5 Decline) including a winch house; 

• coal conveyor drift; 

• limited coal-handling facilities for crushing, sizing and storing product; 

• coal stockpile and reclaiming system; 

• overland conveyor systems; 

• administration and bathroom facilities; 

• workshop facilities; 

• pollution control apparatus and structures (i.e. oily water separators and sump systems); 

• enclosed and bulk open material and equipment stores facilities; 

• mine ventilation; 

• air compressors; and 

• internal roads and car parking facilities. 

The total area of effect of the Mannering surface infrastructure is approximately 13.2 hectares. 

9.2 Rehabilitation of Disturbed Land 

There was no significant rehabilitation works on disturbed lands during the reporting period (Table 18 and 

Table 19), which relates to the fixed nature of the surface infrastructure and that upon recommencement of 

mining activities all existing infrastructure and lay down areas will again be required for use.  

Table 18: Summary of rehabilitation at Mannering Colliery 

 This period 

(2020) 

Next period 

(2021) 

A.      Total mine footprint  

 (managed by Delta Coal) 

Approximately 

13.2 

Approximately 

13.2 

B Total active disturbance   13.2 13.2 

C. Land being prepared for rehabilitation  Nil Nil 

D Land under active rehabilitation  Nil Nil 

E Completed rehabilitation  Nil Nil 
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Table 19: Maintenance activities on rehabilitated land at Mannering Colliery 

 Area Treated 

(Ha) 

Nature of Treatment This 

period 

(2020) 

Next 

period 

(2021) 

Comment/Control Strategies/Treatment 

Detail 

Additional erosion control works  

(drains re-contouring, rock 

protection) 

0 0 No additional works required.  

Re-covering  

(further topsoil, subsoil sealing etc.)  
0 0 N/A   

Soil treatment  

(fertiliser, lime, gypsum etc.) 
0 0 

N/A 

Treatment/management  

(grazing, cropping, slashing etc.) 
0 0 

N/A 

Re-seeding/replanting  

(species density, season etc.)  
0 0 

N/A 

Adversely affected by weeds  

(type and treatment) 

13.2 13.2 

Ongoing implementation of a weed control 

program implemented in 2019 was undertaken 

during the reporting period. Ongoing weed 

treatment works in accordance with the Weed 

Action Plan are planned for the next reporting 

period. 

Feral animal control  

(additional fencing, trapping, baiting 

etc.) 
0 0 

No feral animal control undertaken during the 

reporting period. There is none currently 

planned to be undertaken in the next reporting 

period.   

9.3 Rehabilitation Trials and Research 

No rehabilitation trials or research was undertaken during the reporting period. 

9.4 Further Development of the Final Rehabilitation Plan 

Further development of the rehabilitation and closure criteria occurred during the development of a new MOP, 

consistent with the September 2013 MOP guidelines, which was approved by the Department on 

26 September 2018. These criteria will be refined over time as the MOP is varied or updated.  A rehabilitation 
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monitoring program was submitted to DRE (now Resources Regulator) in Quarter 2 2019 and baseline 

monitoring conducted during Quarter 3 2019.  

The MOP 2020-2023 for Delta Coal operations was approved in August 2020. The MOP noted that during the 

proposed period of mining at CVC and handling at Mannering Colliery there are is no further planned 

rehabilitation of the sites, with rehabilitation monitoring to commence at the closure of the mines. 

9.5 Other Infrastructure 

There was no other rehabilitation works completed during the reporting period. 
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10 Community 

10.1 Community Complaints 

There were 40 community complaints received during the reporting period which were primarily related to 

noise, with 39 of the complaints sourcing from Macquarie Shores Home Village and one complaint made 

anonymously through the NSW EPA, 38 of 39 complaints sourcing from Macquarie Shores Home Village 

sourced from a singular complainant. A copy of the complaints register is provided on the Delta Coal website 

and is reproduced in Appendix 8. The noise limits at Macquarie Shores Home Village for Mannering Colliery 

site contributions was reduced in Modification 5 by 2 dB(A) for LAeq(15 min) and LA(1 min).  

A Noise Compliance Report was completed in 2019 following a spike in complaints, which indicated that 

Mannering Colliery was generally compliant with its consented noise limits at the nearest residential recievers. 

Additional modelling undertaken by EMM, including attended monitoring and the installation of a noise logger, 

of Mannering Colliery’s noise impact at Macquarie Shores Home Village was undertaken in October 2020 

following decommissioning of the rotary breaker and installation of noise attenuation. The modelling projected 

that Mannering Colliery’s site noise contribution at Macquarie Shores Home Village in a worst-case noise 

enhancing meteorological conditions would be 39 dB(A), the report has been provided in Appendix 6. 

The annual total complaints and complaints by subject type trends for 2020 are detailed in Figure 27 and 

Figure 28. Complaints listed as ‘unknown’ indicate that the complainant was unable to be contacted to discuss 

issues further. 

Figure 27 - Total Community Complaints by Year 
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Figure 28 - Total Community Complaints by Issue 

 

10.2 Community Liaison 

The CVC/Mannering Community Consultative Committee (CCC) continued to operate in accordance with the 

Community Consultative Guidelines for State Significant Development (January 2019) during the reporting 

period.  

There were four CCC meetings held during the reporting period on the 19 February 2020, 20 May 2020, 

19 August 2020 and 18 November 2020. Minutes for each of the committee meetings are available on the 

Delta Coal website https://www.deltacoal.com.au/community/community-consultative-committee 

In addition, the Delta Coal website was updated on a monthly basis with monitoring data, management plans, 

reports, audits and complaint details among other items. 

The community hotline number (1800 115 277) also remained in place during the reporting period and is 

displayed prominently and permanently on the website. 

10.3 Community Support / Engagement 

Delta Coal is committed to supporting and engaging with the local communities which surround its operations. 

While Delta Coal provides a monetary offsets associated with its Voluntary Planning Agreement under its 

operating approvals, they also supports the local community through a variety of additional avenues. This 

support is provided through in kind support, cash donations, staff time, and charitable donations.  
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11 Independent Audit 

An independent environmental audit (IEA) was undertaken by SLR in 2019. The updated Response to Audit 

Recommendations was submitted to DPIE on 25 June 2019 and accepted on 21 October 2019. An update 

was provided to DPIE on 31 December 2019. The IEA is provided in Appendix 9. 

Throughout the 2020 period, Delta Coal have sought to complete recommendations from the 2019 IEA. 

11.1 Key Audit Outcomes 

Actions immediately relating to the Annual Review have been included in Table 21. 

Table 20: Key Audit Outcomes 

Item Issue/Observation Action Status 

1 Surface Water REC13: Include results of the visual assessment of 

the unnamed creek in Annual Reviews. Include a 

reference again previous results. 

See Section 8.5 

2 Surface Water REC 15: Include analysis results from monitoring 

undertaken at the "Downstream" monitoring location 

in Annual Reviews.    

See Section 8.4 

and Delta Coal 

website monthly 

reports 

3 Environmental 

Performance 

REC 29: Ensure Annual Reviews are submitted to 

DPE by 31 March.  

This document 

4 Environmental 

Performance 

REC 30: Future Annual Reviews should clearly state 

noise and water quality performance criteria, and 

provide monitoring results against these. 

See Section 7.9 

and Appendix 5 

for noise 

monitoring criteria 

and results 

See Section 8 for 

water monitoring 

criteria and results 

5 Environmental 

Performance 

REC 31: Include in future Annual Reviews:   

- Requirements of plans/programs required under 

PA 06_0311 for noise and water quality;  

- The monitoring results of previous years, for noise 

and water;  

See Section 7.9 

and Appendix 5 

for noise 

monitoring criteria 

and results 
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Item Issue/Observation Action Status 

- The relevant predictions in environmental 

assessments for air quality noise and water; 

- Trends in the monitoring data for air quality, noise 

and water, over the life of the project; and  

- Discrepancies between the predicted impacts in the 

EAs for air quality, noise and water, and actual 

impacts of the project.   

See Section 8 for 

water monitoring 

criteria and results 

See Section 7.1 

for air quality 

monitoring results 

6 Environmental 

Performance 

REC 32: The Annual Reviews are set out differently 

to the DPE Annual Review Guidelines (2015). 

Ensure table of contents matches the guidelines 

See Table of 

Contents. These 

are in general 

accordance with 

the DPE Annual 

Review 

Guidelines  

7 Environmental 

Performance 

REC 33: IEA Actions Plans should be included in 

every Annual Review going forward. 

See Appendix 10 

8 Revision of 

strategies, plans 

and programs 

REC 34: Include statement in future Annual Reviews 

stating that Management Plans have been reviewed 

and state which management plans will or will not be 

updated within 3 months. 

See Section 6 

CCL721 

9 Condition 5 REC 48: Report against compliance with the MOP in 

future Annual Reviews. 

See Executive 

Summary and 

Section 12 

CCL719 

10 Condition 3 REC 51: Prepare Annual Rehabilitation Reports. See Section 9. 

Annual 

Rehabilitation 

report is only 

required when 

significant 

rehabilitation is 

completed. 
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Item Issue/Observation Action Status 

11 Condition 3 REC 52: Include in Annual Reviews any non-

compliance with the MOP, during the reporting 

period. 

See Executive 

Summary and 

Section 12 

Additional recommendations 

12 Subsidence REC 61: A separate subsidence impact assessment 

report should be prepared annually and appended to 

the Annual Review. This report should be prepared 

or peer reviewed by a subsidence specialist. This 

should assess subsidence performance measures 

from the Project Approval. 

See Appendix 6  

11.2 Action Plan 

The IEA Action Plan has been provided in Appendix 10. 

11.3 Future Audit 

The next Independent Environmental Compliance Audit is scheduled for Quarter 2 2022. An updated table of 

compliance with the 2019 Independent Environmental Audit will be completed as part of that audit. 
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12 Incidents and non-compliances during the reporting 

period  

All non-compliances and exceedances, and reportable incidents relating to the site’s licences and approvals 

are summarised below in Table 22.  

Table 21: Summary of reportable incidents/non-compliances for 2020 

Date Description 

of Non-

compliance 

Approval / 

Condition / 

Clause 

Actions taken to address Non-compliance 

05/05/2020 Noise 

exceedance 

Schedule 3 

Table 1, 

MP06_0311 

This event was reported to DPIE and EPA. 

On 5 May 2020 Delta Coal was advised by its independent noise 

monitoring consultant that they had recorded a 5dB exceedance of 

the site’s LAeq(15 min) noise criteria at receiver RA3 (Kingfisher 

Shores) during the scheduled night-time noise monitoring 

undertaken on 5 May 2020 for Mannering Colliery. 

The acoustics technician noted that there the rotary breaker and 

coal handling and preparation plant were consistently audible 

during the monitoring period. 

A review of the meteorology conditions from the Mannering Colliery 

weather station showed very low wind speed and the presence of 

Class E/F stability category during the evening measurement.  

In accordance with the exceedance procedure the Control Room 

Operator was contacted following the exceedance to confirm that 

the plant was operational and there was nothing unusual occurring 

at the time of the measurement. 

Subsequently, further monitoring was then carried out during the 

night period on 5 May 2020, with a significantly lower result for MC. 

Changes to the operation were not required and the CHP was 

operating during the night measurement. This indicates that noise 

levels from MC were not sustained on the evening of 5 May 2020. 

Additional monitoring was arranged to take place within 7 days of 

the exceedance. Monitoring was undertaken during the evening of 

12 May 2020 at RA3, with MC inaudible during the measurement. 

The site was operating at the time of this follow-up measurement. 

Delta Coal installed a new coal crusher underground and removed 

the rotary breaker in July 2020, there have been no non-

compliances to the sites noise limits at residential receivers since.  
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Date Description 

of Non-

compliance 

Approval / 

Condition / 

Clause 

Actions taken to address Non-compliance 

December 

2020 

Depositional 

Dust 

Exceedance 

Condition 16 

& Table 3, 

Schedule 3 

MP06_0311 

This event was reported to DPIE and EPA. DPIE noted that the 

criteria is an annual average criteria and that no further action was 

required at the time.  

DG4 for the period of December was deemed affected by 

contamination which was noted in depositional dust gauge results 

during the period by the environmental monitoring consultant 

engaged to complete the sampling and supported by corresponding 

field and/or laboratory notes. Laboratory analysis estimated 70% of 

the sample comprised contamination. 

31 

December 

2020 

Coal 

handling 

volume limit 

exceedance 

A1.2(b) 

EPL 191 

The exceedance was reported to the NSW EPA via email and within 

the Annual Return reporting. 

For the period of 1st January 2020 to 31st December 2020, Delta 

Coal recorded a total of 1,383,533 tonnes of ROM coal production. 

Mannering Colliery has approval for the handling of 2.1 Mtpa within 

MP06_0311 MOD 5, however only 1.3 Mtpa is licensed within 

EPL 191. 

Throughout the reporting year, ROM coal was produced by Chain 

Valley Colliery and transported to Mannering Colliery for handling 

via conveyors through an underground link road developed in 2017, 

mining activities were not undertaken at Mannering Colliery in the 

2020 period. ROM coal is transported from Mannering Colliery to 

Vales Point Power Station via an over-land conveyor system.  

The exceedance of the coal handling works volume limit was by 

83,533 tonnes, this was not identified until ROM coal volumes were 

tabulated for the calendar year to facilitate reporting within the 

Annual Return for EPL 191, the volume reported has been 

determined by weight meters installed on the overland conveyor 

system.  

Delta Coal’s processes have typically tracked ROM coal production 

by financial year (19-20 production was 1.2 Mtpa) and not calendar 

year (EPL 191 license anniversary) which was why the exceedance 

went unidentified until preparing the Annual Return for EPL 191. 

Monthly coal tonnages are now presented at Delta Coals monthly 

environmental compliance committee meetings in reference to 

licenses and approvals. 

Delta Coal has submitted a License Variation Request within Q1 

2021 to modify EPL 191 coal handling volume limits with 

MP06_0311 consented limits.  
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Date Description 

of Non-

compliance 

Approval / 

Condition / 

Clause 

Actions taken to address Non-compliance 

October 

and 

December 

2020 

Electrical 

conductivity 

analysis 

missed on 6x 

water 

samples  

M2.3  

EPL 191 

This occurrence was reported to EPA through the Annual Return. 

Over 6 weeks during October and into December 2020 the weekly 

samples were not analysed for electrical conductivity. It is noted that 

there is no limit for MC to comply to for electrical conductivity 

monitoring, however M2.3 of EPL 191 outlines a weekly sampling 

requirement for electrical conductivity at LDP1. 

The non-compliance was as a result of an administrative error and 

was identified during preparation of the NSW EPA 2020 Annual 

Return for Mannering Colliery. It was not considered applicable to 

apply the NSW EPA Load Calculation Protocol as there is not 

criteria for electrical conductivity. 

Following this occurrence, review was undertaken of Delta Coal 

monitoring requirements and environmental compliance 

monitoring. 
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13 Activities to be completed in the next reporting 

period 

13.1 Activities update for 2020 Reporting Period 

A summary of the activities that were proposed to be undertaken during the 2020 reporting period (as proposed 

within the 2019 Annual Review) and current status is provided in Table 22.  

Table 22: Update on activities proposed to be undertaken in the 2020 reporting period 

Activity Proposed Status Update 
31 December 2020 Update, 

percentage complete 

Major Noise Mitigation Project - 

Surface Rotary breaker 

decommissioning and realignment of 

belt system. Breaker installation 

underground 

Completed in July 2020  100% 

Desilting/dewatering of surface 

sedimentation dams 

Desilting of individual ponds as 

required throughout the year. 

100% 

Installation of Real time noise 

monitoring at Short Street, Macquarie 

Shores Home Village 

Installed in February 2020 100% 

A modification to the development 

consent will be submitted to allow for 

an increase in the amount of coal 

handled at Mannering Colliery and 

transferred via existing infrastructure 

to Vales Point Power Station. The 

modification also includes a minor 

change in mining method (namely the 

description of bord and pillar mining) 

Major Noise Mitigation Project - 

Surface Rotary breaker 

decommissioning and realignment of 

belt system. Breaker installation 

underground 

Modification 5 to MP06_0311 was 

approved in June 2020.  

100% 

Housekeeping – removal of old 

infrastructure 

Ongoing in 2020 100% 
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13.2 Activities Proposed for 2021 Reporting Period 

A summary of the activities that are proposed to be undertaken during 2021 are detailed in Table 23. 

Table 23: Activities to be undertaken in 2021 

Activity Proposed 

Desilting/dewatering of surface sedimentation dams 

Ongoing implementation of Weed Action Plan and weed management 

Housekeeping 

Submission of Consent Consolidation with CVC 
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14 References 

Documents used in the preparation of this report are detailed in Table 24. 

Table 24: References 

Reference Title 

Legislation and Regulations Environment Protection Licence (EPL) 191 

Mining Act 1992 

National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Act 2007 

Project Approval PA-03_611 (as modified) 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act, 1997 

External documents Hanson Bailey 2007, Centennial Coal Company Limited: Mannering 

Colliery Continuation of Mining: Environmental Assessment, March 

2007.  

NSW DPIE (January 2019) Community Consultative Guidelines for 

State Significant Development 

Total Earth Care Pty Ltd (January 2020) Weed Action Plan Chain 

Valley Colliery, Mannering Colliery and Summerland Point Ventilation 

Shaft 

 

15 Acronyms / Definitions 

AEMR   Annual Environmental Management Report, now known as the Annual Review 

Annual Review The annual environmental report compiled for Mannering, the Annual Review also fulfills the 

requirement for an Annual Environmental Report or an Annual Environmental Management Report generally 

required by mining leases. 

CCC   Community Consultative Committee 

CVC   Chain Valley Colliery 

DP&E   Department of Planning & Environment (former) 

DPIE   Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 

EA   Environmental Assessment 

EMS  Environmental Management System 

EPA   NSW Environment Protection Authority 

EP&A Act  Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
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EPL  Environmental Protection License 

kL   Kilolitre 

LDP1   Licenced Discharge Point 1 (per EPL 191)  

Mannering Mannering Colliery 

NGER   National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting 

NSW   New South Wales 

OEH   NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (former) 

MP 06_0311  Project approval MP 06_0311, as modified, issued under Section 75J of the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Act 1979 for the Mannering Colliery Extension of Mine Project 

POEO Act Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

ROM   Run of mine 

t - CO2-e  Tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent 

The website  The website of Delta Coal - Mannering Colliery, which is www.deltacoal.com.au 

VPPS   Vales Point Power Station 
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16 Appendices 
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Appendix 1: Project Approval 

 

  



 

 

Project Approval 
 
Section 75J of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
 
 
 
I approve the project application referred to in Schedule 1, subject to the conditions in Schedules 2 to 5. 
 
These conditions are required to: 
• prevent, minimise, and/or offset adverse environmental impacts; 
• set standards and performance measures for acceptable environmental performance; 
• require regular monitoring and reporting; and 
• provide for the ongoing environmental management of the project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Approval signed by Frank Sartor on 12 March 2008 
 

Frank Sartor MP 
Minister for Planning  

 
 
Sydney 2008 

 
SCHEDULE 1 

 
Application No: 06_0311 
 
Proponent: Great Southern Energy Pty Limited 
 
Approval Authority: Minister for Planning 
 
Land: See Appendix 1  
 
Project: Mannering Colliery – Continuation of Mining Project 
 

 
 
Red text represents Modification 1 of October 2012 (06_0311 MOD 1) 
Blue text represents Modification 2 of November 2014 (06_0311 MOD 2) 
Green text represents Modification 3 of December 2015 (06_0311 MOD 3) 
Orange text represents Modification 4 of August 2016 (06_0311 MOD 4) 
Purple text represents Modification 5 of June 2020 (06_0311 MOD 5) 
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DEFINITIONS 
 
Aboriginal Object / Place Has the same meaning as the definition of the term in section 5 of the NP&W 

Act 
Annual review  The review required by condition 8 of Schedule 5 
Applicant Great Southern Energy Pty Limited, or any person carrying out development 

under this consent 
Affected councils Central Coast Council and Lake Macquarie City Council 
APZs The asset protection zones shown in Figure 4 in Appendix 2 
BCA Building Code of Australia 
BCD Biodiversity and Conservation Division within the Department 
Built features Includes any building or work erected or constructed on land, and includes 

dwellings and infrastructure such as any formed road, street, path, walk, or 
driveway; and any pipeline, water, sewer, telephone, gas or other service 
main  

Calendar year A period of 12 months from 1 January to 31 December 
CCC Community Consultative Committee 
CC Council Central Coast Council 
Conditions of this consent Conditions contained in Schedules 2 to 5 inclusive 
Day  The period from 7 am to 6 pm on Monday to Saturday, and 8 am to 6 pm on 

Sundays and Public Holidays 
Department Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
DPIE Water Water Group within the Department 
EA Environmental Assessment titled Mannering Colliery Environmental 

Assessment, dated March 2007, including the response to submissions, dated 
27 July 2007 

EA (Mod 1) Environmental Assessment titled Mannering Colliery – Extension of Mine 
Project Section 75W Modification to Project Approval 06_0311, as modified by 
the associated response to submissions dated 4 September 2012 

EA (Mod 2) Environmental Assessment titled ‘Mannering Colliery – Modification 2, 
Environmental Assessment, Section 75W Modification to MP 06_0311’ dated 
April 2014, as modified by the associated response to submissions dated 15 
September 2014 

EA (Mod 3) Environmental Assessment titled ‘Mannering Colliery – Modification 3 
Environmental Assessment, Section 75W Modification to MP 06_0311’ dated 
June 2015, including the associated Response to Submissions dated 
September 2015 

EA (Mod 4) Environmental Assessment titled ‘Administrative modification to MP06_0311 – 
Environmental Assessment’ dated 25 July 2016 

Environment Includes all aspects of the surroundings of humans, whether affecting any 
human as an individual or in his or her social groupings 

EPA NSW Environment Protection Authority 
EP&A Act Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
EP&A Regulation Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 
EPBC Act Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

1999 
EPL Environment Protection Licence issued under the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 
Evening The period from 6pm to 10pm 
Feasible  Means what is possible and practical in the circumstances 
First workings The extraction of coal by bord and pillar mining methods (including 

herringbone pattern workings) and from main headings, gateroads and cut-
throughs and the like, provided that such workings are long-term stable and 
do not generate more than 20 mm of vertical subsidence at the surface 

Heritage item An Aboriginal object, an Aboriginal place, or a place, building, work, relic, 
moveable object, tree, or precinct of heritage significance, that is listed under 
any of the following: 
• the State Heritage Register under the Heritage Act 1977; 
• a state agency heritage and conservation register under section 170 of 

the Heritage Act 1977; 
• a Local Environmental Plan under the EP&A Act; 
• the World Heritage List; 
• the National Heritage List or Commonwealth Heritage List under the 

EPBC Act; or 
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• anything identified as a heritage item under the conditions of this 
consent. 

Incident An occurrence or set of circumstances that causes or threatens to cause 
material harm that may or may not be or cause a non-compliance 

Land  Has the same meaning as the definition of the term in section 1.4 of the EP&A 
Act, except where the term is used in the noise and air quality conditions in 
Schedules 3 and 4 of this consent where it is defined to mean the whole of a 
lot, or contiguous lots owned by the same landowner, in a current plan 
registered at NSW Land Registry Services at the date of this consent 

Material harm Is harm to the environment that: 
• involves actual or potential harm to the health or safety of human 

beings or to the environment that is not trivial; or 
• results in actual or potential loss or property damage of an amount, or 

amounts in aggregate, exceeding $10,000, (such loss includes the 
reasonable costs and expenses that would be incurred in taking all 
reasonable and practicable measures to prevent, mitigate or make 
good harm to the environment) 

Minimise Implement all reasonable and feasible mitigation measures to reduce the 
impacts of the development 

Mining operations The carrying out of underground mining, including the extraction, processing, 
stockpiling and transportation of coal on the site and the emplacement of 
coarse/fine reject material resulting from underground mining 

Minister The Minister for Planning and Public Spaces, or delegate 
Minor Not very large, important or serious 
Modification 1 The modification to the development as described in EA (Mod 1) 
Modification 2 The modification to the development as described in EA (Mod 2) 
Modification 3 The modification to the development as described in EA (Mod 3) 
Modification 4 The modification to the development as described in EA (Mod 4) 
Modification 5 The modification to the development as described in SEE (Mod 5) 
Negligible Small and unimportant, such as to be not worth considering 
Night The period from 10pm to 7am on Monday to Saturday, and 10pm to 8am on 

Sundays and Public Holidays 
NP&W Act National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 
NPfI Noise Policy for Industry (EPA, 2017) 
Planning Secretary Planning Secretary under the EP&A Act, or nominee 
Privately-owned land Land that is not owned by a public agency, Delta Electricity (or its subsidiary) 

or a mining company (or its subsidiary)  
Reasonable Reasonable relates to the application of judgement in arriving at a decision, 

taking into account: mitigation benefits, cost of mitigation versus benefits 
provided, community views and the nature and extent of potential 
improvements 

Registered Aboriginal Parties As described in the National Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2009 
Rehabilitation The restoration of land disturbed by the development to a good condition, to 

ensure it is safe, stable and non-polluting 
RFS NSW Rural Fire Service  
ROM Run-of-mine 
RR Regional NSW - Resources Regulator  
SA NSW Subsidence Advisory NSW 
Second workings Extraction of coal by longwall, miniwall, pillar extraction, pillar splitting or pillar 

reduction methods, and inclusive of any first workings methods that would 
generate more than 20 mm of vertical subsidence at the surface 

SEE (Mod 5) Statement of Environmental Effects titled ‘Statement of Environmental Effects, 
Mannering Colliery – Modification 5’ dated May 2019, prepared by EMM 
Consulting, and the associated Response to Submissions dated August 2019, 
prepared by EMM Consulting.  

Site Land referred to in Appendix 1 
SMP Subsidence Management Plan 
Statement of Commitments The Statement of Commitments in Appendix 3 
Subsidence Subsidence of the land surface caused by underground coal mining 
TfNSW Transport for NSW 
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SCHEDULE 2 
ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS 

Obligation to Minimise Harm to the Environment 
 
1. In addition to meeting the specific performance measures and criteria established under this development, 

the Applicant must implement all reasonable and feasible measures to prevent, and if prevention is not 
reasonable and feasible, minimise, any material harm to the environment that may result from the 
construction and operation of the development, and any rehabilitation required under this consent. 

Terms of Approval 
2. The development may only be carried out: 

(a) in compliance with the conditions of this consent; 
(b) in accordance with the statement of commitments in Appendix 3; 
(c) in accordance with the approved mine plan in Appendix 2; 
(d) in accordance with all written directions of the Planning Secretary; and 
(e) generally in accordance with the EA, EA (Mod 1), EA (Mod 2), EA (Mod 3), EA (Mod 4) and SEE 

(Mod 5). 
 
3. Consistent with the requirements in this consent, the Planning Secretary may make written directions to 

the Applicant in relation to: 
(a) the content of any strategy, study, system, plan, program, review, audit, notification, report or 

correspondence submitted under or otherwise made in relation to this consent, including those that 
are required to be, and have been, approved by the Planning Secretary; and 

(b) the implementation of any actions or measures contained in any such document referred to in 
condition 3(a). 

 
4. The conditions of this consent and directions of the Planning Secretary prevail to the extent of any 

inconsistency, ambiguity or conflict between them and a document/s listed in condition 2(e). In the event of 
an inconsistency, ambiguity or conflict between any of the document/s listed in condition 2(e), the most 
recent document prevails to the extent of the inconsistency, ambiguity or conflict. 

Limits on Consent 
 
5. Mining operations may take place until 31 December 2027. 
 

Note: Under this consent, the Applicant is required to rehabilitate the site to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary 
and RR. Consequently, this consent will continue to apply in all other respects other than the right to conduct mining 
operations until the site has been rehabilitated to a satisfactory standard. 

 
6. The Applicant must not extract more than 1.1 million tonnes of ROM coal a year from the site. 
 
6A. The Applicant must not transport more than 2.1 million tonnes of ROM coal a year from the site. 
 
7. The Applicant must ensure all coal produced and/or received on the site is transported by overland 

conveyor to Vales Point Power Station. 
 
8. Deleted.  

Structural Adequacy 
 
9. The Applicant must ensure that all new buildings and structures, and any alterations or additions to 

existing buildings and structures, are constructed in accordance with the relevant requirements of the BCA. 
 
Notes:  
• Under Part 6 of the EP&A Act, the Applicant is required to obtain construction and occupation certificates for 

any proposed building works. 
• Part 8 of the EP&A Regulation sets out the requirements for the certification of the development. 
• Under section 21 of the Coal Mine Subsidence Compensation Act 2017, the Applicant is required to obtain the 

Chief Executive of SANSW’s approval before carrying out certain development in a Mine Subsidence District. 
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Appendix 2: Plans 
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Appendix 3: Environment Protection Licence 191 

  


































